BUSINESS 

Siskey’s investors 
will have to wait 
longer to get their 
money back sa 


SPORTS 

Panthers’ road 
to the playoffs 
could be messy, 
but it’s possible 
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ALABAMA SENATE RACE 


Candidates make final 
pitches on eve of vote 


BY BILL BARROW 
AND KIM CHANDLER 


Associated Press 


BIRMINGHAM, ALA. 
Alabama’s U.S. Senate cam- 

paign entered its last day Mon- 
day with the candidates making 
final appeals for votes and a war 
of robocalls between President 
Donald Trump and former Pres- 
ident Barack Obama. There was 
a flurry of bogus news as well. 


Trump recorded a call touting 
Republican Roy Moore, accused 
by several women of sexual 
misconduct, and saying Repub- 
licans needed his vote in the 
Senate. Obama and former Vice 
President Joe Biden are support- 
ing Democrat Doug Jones, seek- 
ing to break the GOP’s lock on 
statewide office in Alabama. 
With polls opening Tuesday, a 
flurry of bogus news stories has 
appeared on social media 


spreading misinformation about 
the race. One website falsely 
proclaimed that one of the wo- 
men who have accused Moore 
of sexual misconduct had re- 
canted. On the other side, 
Moore’s detractors took to so- 
cial media to falsely claim that 
Moore had written in a 2011 
textbook that women shouldn’t 
hold elected office. 

‘Around 200 stories flagged as 
false or misleading relating to 


the race surfaced on Facebook 
by the weekend, according to a 
count by the Associated Press, 
one of several fact-checking 
organizations working with 
Facebook to deter the spread of 
false content on the platform. 
Ina morning stop at a diner in 
Birmingham, Jones accused 
Moore of disappearing during the 
campaign's closing days and said 
the Republican wasn’t even in 
Alabama over the weekend. 


Roy 
Moore 


Doug 
Jones 


“We're making sure our mes- 
sage is getting across while Roy 
Moore hides behind whoever 
he’s hiding behind,” said Jones. 

Moore has made only a few 
public appearances since wo- 
men came forward to accuse 
him of sexual misconduct years 
ago - including one who said he 
molested her when she was 14. 


SEE ALABAMA, 2A 


BUSINESS 


OLD MERINO MILL 
GETS NEW LIFE 


The former mill on 
Mooresville’s Main Street 
is being renovated with 
more office and 
showroom space. 5A 


LOCAL 


WAKE PRESIDENT 
HAS HIGHEST PAY 


Nathan Hatch of Wake 
Forest received $4 million 
in 2015, making him the 
highest-paid college 
president in the U.S. 3A 


SPORTS 


FELTON STARTING 
TO EMERGE 


The Tar Heels’ Jalek 
Felton has 24 points, five 
3-pointers and eight 
assists in the past two 
games. 1B 


PIPE BOMB EXPLODES IN NYC SUBWAY 


Law enforcement officials work following an explosion Monday near New York's Times Square. Police 


said a man with a pipe bomb strapped to him, inspired by Islamic State extremists, set off the crude 


device in an underground passageway under 42nd Street between Seventh and Eighth avenues. 


was an attempted terrorist attack,” Democratic Mayor Bill de Blasio said. “Thank God the perpetrator 
did not achieve his ultimate goals.” 


“This 


ANDRES KUDACKI AP 
© Howe side 


Explosion was a scenario New 
York has dreaded for years, 8A 


ECONOMIC OUTLOOK LUNCHEON 


‘We have a duty’: BofA CEO calls for 
city to fix economic-mobility problem 


BY DEON ROBERTS: 
deroberts@charlotteobserver.com 


Bank of America CEO Brian 
Moynihan said Monday it’s 
important for Charlotte to do 
something about its economic- 
mobility problem, an issue he 
said has even grabbed the atten- 
tion of people outside the city. 

“It’s surprising because I 
travel around ... and you heard 
more about it than you'd ex- 
pect,” Moynihan said at the 
Charlotte Chamber's annual 
economic outlook luncheon. 
“We have a duty here to make 
sure that we sort of take care of 


these things and do it the right 
way.” 

The chief exec- 
utive of the Char- 
lotte-based bank 
was referring to a 
2014 study from 
Harvard and the 
University of 


California at 
Berkeley that Brian 
found poor chil- Moynihan 
dren in Charlotte 


have the worst odds of those in 
any big U.S. city to lift them- 
selves out of poverty. 

That study led to the creation 
of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg 
Opportunity Task Force, which 


in March unveiled a report on 
how to change the trajectory for 
the community’s poor. 

A Leading on Opportunity 
council has been formed to 
carry out the task force’s recom- 
mendations, but the council has 
yet to name an executive direc- 
tor. James Ford, co-chair of the 
council, said Monday that a 
director will be announced “in 
short order.” 

Also Monday, Moynihan said 
Bank of America is giving $1.5 
million over three years to the 
council for staffing and infra- 
structure. Moynihan said he 
hoped the funding will serve as 
a challenge to others to also 


help support the council’s work. 

Other speakers Monday were 
prominent government and 
business leaders, including 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police 
Chief Kerr Putney; Mecklenburg 
County Manager Dena Diorio; 
Carolinas HealthCare System 
CEO Gene Woods; and Kendall 
Alley, Wells Fargo’s region bank 
president for Charlotte and the 
chamber’s 2018 chairman. 

Many of the speakers urged 
Charlotte’s business community 
to play a role in fixing the eco- 
nomic-mobility challenges. 

“There’s a whole lot that the 
business community can be 
doing to help drive this,” said 
Andrea Smith, chief admit 
trative officer at Bank of Amer- 
ica and co-chair of the Leading 
on Opportunity council. 


SEE LUNCHEON, 2A 
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